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A. Introduction 

1. Purpose  

The Cathay Group (“Cathay”) recognises the importance of conserving natural habitats and  
biodiversity. The Cargo Carriage Wildlife and Biodiversity Policy ("the Policy”) aims to provide 
guidance on the Company's carriage practices so that we do not knowingly facilitate the trade 
of any flora or fauna, or their products, that may threaten the sustainability of any species. 

Cathay acknowledges aviation’s contribution in the illegal wildlife trade and endeavours not 
only to adhere to its legal responsibilities in preventing such practices, but to go beyond 
compliance by refusing to participate in the carriage of animal products that may cause long-
term damage to ecosystems and communities that depend on it.  

2. Scope   

This policy covers the species of wildlife and animal products that are not accepted, or 
accepted under certain conditions only, for carriage via Cathay Cargo.  

This policy is applicable to Cathay Cargo and its appointed suppliers. 

3. Compliance 

All Cathay Cargo ports and Ground Handling Teams are committed to upholding the 
standards set out in this policy. 

 

B. Carriage Policy for Specified Species and Animal Products 

This section specifies the relevant carriage policy for specified species and animal products.  

Type Related Carriage Policy   
Flora and Fauna Cargo Carriage is accepted only for those in full compliance with the 

IATA Live Animals Regulations and the IATA Perishable Cargo 
Regulations, which includes the Convention on International 
Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) and local regulatory 
requirements.  

Wildlife  Not knowingly facilitate or tolerate the carriage of illegal wildlife 
products, or game or hunting trophies (including legally hunted or 
legally acquired trophies). 
  

Cetaceans  Not accepted for carriage for wild-caught or captive-bred, that are 
transported for amusement or performance purposes. 
  

Laboratory Animals  Not accepted for carriage when intended for laboratory, 
experiment, research or testing purposes. 
  

Greyhounds  Not accepted for carriage when intended for racing purposes. 
Carriage of non-racing greyhounds can only be accepted with 
approval from the Cargo Service Delivery – Cargo Service 
Development Team and upon the shipper signing the Shipper’s 
Declaration Letter for Live Animals.  
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Shark and Shark related 
(except fins)  

Shipment must be assessed by an external panel of 
acknowledged experts in accordance with the sustainability of the 
species before they could be considered for carriage. 
  

Shark’s Fins Not accepted for carriage.  
  

Ivory  Not accepted for carriage.  
  

Rhino Horn Not accepted for carriage.  
  

Tiger Pelts and Bones Not accepted for carriage.  
  

Lion Bones Not accepted for carriage.  

 
Pangolins Not accepted for carriage. 

 

Donkey Skins Not accepted for carriage.  
 

 
 

C. Collaboration and Partnerships 

Cathay recognises that tackling illegal wildlife trade requires collective action across the 
industry and beyond. We actively collaborate with industry bodies, enforcement authorities, 
and non-governmental organisations (NGOs) to share knowledge, strengthen detection 
capabilities, and promote responsible carriage practices. Our approach is informed by 
science-based research and international best practices. Through ongoing dialogue with 
conservation experts and industry peers, we continuously review and enhance our policies to 
address emerging threats to wildlife and biodiversity. 

 

D. Resources and References 

1. Terminology 

Name Description 

Cetaceans A marine mammal of the order Cetacea; a whale, dolphin, or porpoise. 

2. Reference Documents 

 

Name of 

Reference 

Document 

Description Document Location 

AFCD Agriculture, Fisheries and 

Conservation 

https://www.afcd.gov.hk/ 
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Department, Hong Kong 

SAR 

CITES 

Convention on 

International Trade in 

Endangered Species 

http://www.cites.org 

IATA IWT 

International Air 

Transport Association 

Illegal Wildlife Trade 

https://www.iata.org/en/programs/sustainability/wildlife-

trade 

IATA LAR 

International Air 

Transport Association 

Live Animals Regulation 

https://www.iata.org/en/programs/cargo/live-animals 

IATA PCR 

International Air 

Transport Association 

Perishable Cargo 

Regulations 

https://www.iata.org/en/publications/manuals/perishable-

cargo-regulations 

UfW 
United for Wildlife https://unitedforwildlife.org/taskforces/transport-

taskforce/ 

 

E. Policy Maintenance 

The Policy will be reviewed periodically, at least once every three years, to ensure that 

information captured is up-to-date and remains effective in achieving its objectives. The Policy, 

including any major changes, is reviewed and approved by the General Manager Sustainability. 
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